


On July 1st, the Minnesota state government is likely toshut down. Hundreds of thousands of us risk losingvital services, the paychecks that allow us to makeends meet, and even access to our own parks and commonspaces. These things that the state deems “non-essential” arecritical elements of our survival and well-being.
In Minnesota and throughout the world, income disparity isgrowing sharply. In the United States, the richest 10%control two-thirds of US net worth and the top 0.01% makean average annual household income of $27 million. InMinnesota, which has one of the fastest growing povertyrates in the country, the richest 10% own almost half of ourstate's personal income, while half a million people live inpoverty. Our economic disaster is part of a world-wide crisis.In Spain, Greece, and all over the world, people are being hithard with budget cuts and austerity measures. In response,they’re taking to the streets. They've stopped believing thatpoliticians are working for them. We should take the hint.

We won’t pay
So, how can we help each

other cope with the loss of
public services and government

jobs during the state shutdown?
We can come together in the spirit of mutual aid,

expanding networks of support that already exist. What may
seem like small gestures—checking in on our neighbors, carpooling,

sharing food—are necessary in building the communities we'll need in
order to break out of this capitalist system. While our initial efforts may be

directed at immediate survival, we should dream bigger and imagine thriving outside
of the limits of a system that wasn't designed with our collective best interests in mind.
Whenever we re-claim the means of production and distribution—by planting a garden,
sharing and bartering with one another, spending time building something instead of
spending money buying it—we are helping to build economies that can stand as
alternatives to capitalism.
These same networks can also rise up and confront those at the top, taking what is
rightfully ours. The ruling class caves only when there is a threat to their legitimacy or
power; it is this, rather than moral persuasion, that changes what is possible. We need to
take over and radically re-organize our workplaces, schools, and communities so that
common people are collectively in charge, not the rich bosses or government bureaucrats.
That’s a tall order, but we can start today by organizing circles, committees, groups of
co-workers, students, and neighbors for discussion and action. Let’s abandon corporate
stock prices as an economic indicator and count instead how many people on our block
we can turn to in times of need.
There are no satisfactory short-term solutions, only survival strategies. When
politicians say that there is no money to care for our communities and that we should
all make sacrifices, what they are really saying is that the yachts and diamonds of
their rich backers are more important than our parks and schools and bread. We
need to take a clue from our overseas friends and reject the rotten "solutions" being
offered by politicians. They're asking us to the dance but the corporations are calling
the tune!
We can—and must—
do better.

We're converging under the banner of “Shut down, rise up!” to respond to this economiccrisis, and we'd like you to join us. Starting on July 1st, we'll be coming together inPowderhorn Park (3400 15th Ave S, Mpls) every evening to share resources, organize politicalaction, and build community. A free meal will be provided starting at 5pm every day, followedby a general assembly. Bring what you can and take what you need! ShutDownRiseUp.org

T
herealityisthatthesystemweliveunderisdesignedto keepusinourplacesaboveallelse.Sometimes, maintainingstabilityiswhatbestaccomplishesthis. However,momentsofcrisisandinsecurity(andthelooming specteroftheseforces)arealsonecessarytothecontinued functioningofcapitalism.

Whatiscapitalism?
Capitalismisaneconomicsysteminwhichland,natural resources,andhumanlaborareprivatelyownedorcontrolledbyindividualsorcorporations.Their primaryobjectiveistomaximizeprofits.Capitalismguaranteesprofitsalwayscomebeforepeople andtheenvironment.Sincemostoftheworld'slandisownedbyasmallfew,itmeanswehaveto payjusttoliveonthisplanet.Ifwedon’townlandorpropertythatcanmakemoneyforus,we havetosellourtimeandlabortoabossinordertosurvive.Capitalismmeansthat,nomatterhow hardwework,ourbosseswillonlypaymostofusthebareminimumtokeepusaliveandworking whiletheypockettherest.We'retoldcapitalismmeanslotsofchoicesandfreedom,butouronly choiceisbetweenthefreedomtosellourselvesonthemarketandthefreedomtostarve...Thisis allthatcapitalismhastooffer.
Whydoesthissystemrequireinsecurity?
Aneraofausterityliketheonewe’reincreatesanartificialscarcityofjobsandresources(though it’srealenoughtopeopleinneed!)andincreaseseconomicandsocialinstabilityinpeople’slives. Thissupportstheeconomicsystemofcapitalismbecauseitmakespeoplemoredisciplinedworkers, moreinclinedtodowhatevertheirbossesask,justtopaythebillsandgetby.Evenin“good” times,thethreatofunemploymentandinstabilityismaintainedtokeepworkersinline.Thestate shutdownisbasicallyausterityonsteroids.Politiciansmayeventakeadvantageoftheshutdownto makesurethatnotalljobsandresourcescomebackwhenitends.Insecuritypitsusagainsteach otherinaratraceofcompetitionratherthanfosteringcooperation.
Butthestatecanprotectus!
Notreally.Thestateandcapitalismfeedoffeachothertosurvive.Corporationsfund politicians’campaigns,whopaythembackwithtaxbreaksandfavorableregulations.While behindthescenesboththeDemocratsandtheRepublicansanswertocorporatebackers,the two-partysystemgivesustheillusionofchoice.Votingperiodically,ifweareeveneligible todoso,givesusafalsesenseofinfluenceoverthestructuresthatgovernourlives.Butthe state'smainfunctionisnottoprotectus.It’stoprotectthewealthyandtheirproperty, whichisbuiltonlandthatdidn'tbelongtotheminthefirstplaceandwithlaborthey didn’tpayfor.Evernoticethatprisonsarefullofpoorpeople,whilemajorcorporate crimesgolargelyunpunished?Eveninashutdown,copsandprisonguardsare"essential employees"whileschools,jobsprograms,andotherservicesnecessarytothewell-being ofourcommunitiesmaylosethefundingtheyneedtooperate.

for their crisis!

W
earetoldthisshutdowniscausedbyabudgetdeficitfor whichDemocratsandRepublicanscan’tagreeona solution.Eachsideofthetwo-partysystemclaimstooffer theirownsolutiontothecrisis,butneithersideoffersabreakwiththe politicalandeconomicsystemthatcontinuallyscrewsusover.

GovernorDaytonandtheRepublicanshavebothpresentedbudget proposalsthatwillhurtMinnesotansthroughmassivecutstostate services.However,mediacoveragehaslargelyfocusedonone differencebetweenthem:Republicansproposean“allcuts”approach, whilethegovernor’sproposalincludesarelativelysmallamountof newtaxesonhigh-incomeearners.Liberalgroupswouldhaveus believethatthisdifferencealonemakesDayton’sproposala“good” one.But,whileDayton'sproposalmayslowdowntheerosionofour rightsandresources,itstillleavestherichandpowerfulinthedriver’s seat.Neitherproposalquestionsourcurrentsystemofcorporate capitalistdominance,whichcontinuallycostsusmoreandmorewhile providinglessandless.Shutdownornot,we'refacingcutsthatrobour communitiesoffuturepotential—likereducingfinancialaidforhigher education—aswellaslife-sustainingpresent-dayservicesforchildren, seniors,andthedisabled.
Politicians'theatricalrefusaltocompromiseisjustadistractionfrom thefactthatthey’reallproppingupthesamerulingclass,onour backs.Andthedebateover“essential”stateservicesmakesit moreliketheateroftheabsurd.Howcantherebeanyquestion ofwhetherhelprecoveringfromatornadooraflood,medical care,food,andhousingareessentialservicesornot?

It’sinexcusablethatpoliticiansputpeople’slivesand livelihoodsontheline.Andwhilewecouldpickindividual playerstoblame,thewholegameisrigged.




